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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA 

NAT ALIE LOGUSCII, 

Petitioner and Plaintiff, 

vs. 

) Case No.: 
) 
) 
) 
) 

VERIFIED PETITION FOR WRIT OF 
MANDATE AND COMPLAINT FOR 
DEC LARA TORY RELIEF 

THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
17 CALIFORNIA, 

) !California Constitution Article I § 3; Gov't 
) Code § 6250, et seq.; Civ. Proc. Code§§ I 060 
J 1085; Civ. Code§ 3422; Civil Code§ 

18 

19 

20 

Respondent and Defendant. 
) 1670.9( C )] 

2111----------------

22 

23 

24 
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INTRODUCTION 

Petitioner and Plaintiff Natalie Logusch ("Petitioner") hereby seeks a writ of 

25 
mandate, as well as declaratory relief, to enforce the California Public Records Act ("CPRA"). 

26 
2. Petitioner submitted two public record requests to the Regents of the University of

27 
California ("Respondent") on June 24, 2020. Both of these requests were regarding Respondent's 

28 
Long Range Development Plan (LRDP) for "Housing Projects #1 and #2," which includes the 
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history of attempted purchase and sale of the property at 1921 Walnut Street, Berkeley CA, 94 704 

2 ("1921 Walnut"). 1921 Walnut is an affordable housing property for Petitioner and several other 

3 long-tenn tenants. Respondent recently purchased 1921 Walnut and made clear its intent to destroy 

4 the property to build more student housing. For nine months, Respondent denied Petitioner all 

5 access to public records regarding the Respondent's purchase and development of 1921 Walnut 

6 Street by failing to substantively respond to Petitioner's request. For both of these initial requests, 

7 Petitioner sent Respondent muliiple correspondence inquiring about the status of the records. While 

8 Respondent has yet to respond to these requests, it plans to evict Petitioner and Petitioner's fellow 

9 tenants from the building, despite public outcry and opposition. 

10 3. Not only does the CPRA require prompt transparency on issues re.lated to the

11 people's business, the urgency of Petitioner's requests is compounded by Respondent's January 26, 

12 2021 correspondence indicating a plan to eventually evict all tenants. Respondent failed to comply 

13 with the CPRA while at the same time moving forward with projects that directly impact the public. 

14 Respondent's failure to comply with the CPRA further shrouds the issues caused by displacing the 

15 building's long-tenn tenants despite opposition from residents in the City of Berkeley. The value of 

16 prompt transparency is apparent: in matters of public affairs, prompt transparency is required if 

17 prompt accountability is to be possible. 

18 4. Respondent violated all its obligations under the CPRA. The CPRA requires that

19 public agencies provide, at a minimum, a detennination of disclosability within l 0 days of the 

20 initial request. Respondent failed to provide an estimated date of production and a determination of 

21 disclosability in response to Petitioner's requests. Respondent failed to confinn whether disclosable 

22 records do exist; it is unclear if Respondent has even conducted a search. Respondent delays in 

23 providing records that the public needs to remain informed abont Respondent's potential decision to 

24 evict the tenants at 1921 Walnut by the fall of 2021. Respondent has an obligation to promptly 

25 produce all responsive, disc losable records under the CPRA. Respondent denied Petitioner access to 

26 the responsive records in the Respondent's possession and, thus, its violations of the CPRA are 

27 substantive and ongoing. 

28 5. By this Petition and pursuant to the Code of Civil Procedure§§ I 085, et seq. and
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Government Code§§ 6250, et seq., 1 Petitioner respectfully requests from this Court: a writ of 

2 mandate to command Respondent to immediately disclose all non-exempt records Petitioner 
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3 requested and a declaration that the records Petitioner seeks are disclosable, were not produced 

4 promptly, and that Respondent's conduct fails to comply with the CPRA. 

5 

6 6. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

This Court has jurisdiction under Gov't Code§§ 6258, 6259, Code of Civ. Proc. 

7 § I 085, and Article VI, Section 10 of the California Constitution.

8 7. Venue is proper in this Court. The records in question, or some portion of them, are

9 situated in the County of Alameda, Gov't Code § 6259; the acts or omissions complained of 

10 occurred in the County of Alameda, Code ofCiv. Proc.§ 393; and, Respondent is located in the 

11 County of Alameda, Code ofCiv. Proc.§ 395. 

12 

13 8. 

PARTIES 

Petitioner, Natalie Logusch is resident at 1921 Walnut Street Berkeley, California 

14 and is a member of the public within the meaning of§§ 6252(b)-(c). 

15 9. Respondent is a corporation empowered under the California Constitution, Article

16 IX, Section 9, to administer the University of California. Respondent is a public agency within the 

17 meaning of§ 6252( d). 

18 

19 

20 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

Background Information 

1921 Walnut is a 112-year-old, rent-controlled apartment building in downtown 

21 Berkeley. Petitioner has lived in the building for over 10 years: multiple tenants have lived in the 

22 building for over 20 years. 

23 In April 2020, Petitioner received a notice from Respondent informing of its decision 

24 lo potentially redevelop 1921 Walnut. The notice infonned Petitioner of her rights as a tenant and 

25 slated there was "no imminent action planned" and "residents will be allowed io remain in their 

26 units for some period of time." A true and accurate copy of this correspondence is attached to this 

27 

28 
1 Unless otherwise stated, all references to code sections are to the California Government Code. 

2 
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concern. Respondent's unlawful secrecy is hannful to the democratic process and Petitioner 

2 respectfully asks that this Court grant relief. 

3 

4 49. 

A Writ of Mandate and Declaratory Relief are Appropriate 

Respondent has a clear, present, ministerial duly to comply wilh lhe California 

5 Constitution and Government Code § 6250, et seq. 

6 

7 

50. 

51. 

Petitioner is entitled to seek relief due to violations of the CPRA. § 6258. 

Petitioner has perfonned all conditions precedent to filing this petition. There are no 

8 administrative exhaustion requirements under Government Code § 6250, et seq. 

9 52. An actual controversy exists between the parties concerning whether Respondent

10 engaged in conduct that violates the statutory requirements of the CPRA and the California 

l l Constitution. A judicial detennination to resolve this actual controversy is necessary and

12 appropriate as soon as possible. See Code of Civil Procedure§ I 060, et seq. 

13 53. Petitioner has no plain, speedy, adequate remedy in the ordinary course of law other

14 than the relief sought in this petition. See Code of Civil Procedure§ 1086. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

PRAYER F'OR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays for judgment as follows: 

I. For issuance of a writ of mandate directing Respondent to immediately provide

Petitioner with all requested records, except those records that the Court detennines

may lawfully be withheld;

2. For a declaration that Petitioner's Requests sought records subject to mandatory

disclosure; that Petitioner's Request .imposed a duty upon Respondent to conduct an

adequate search, provide a detennination of disclosability, an estimated date of

production, and promptly provide public, non-exempt records in response; that

Respondent failed those duties; and that Respondent's conduct, policies, and pattern

and practice of delaying and denying access to public records violates the CPRA;

3. For Petitioner to be awarded reasonable attorneys' fees and costs; and

4. For such other and further relief as the Court deems proper and just.

IO 
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